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. . . And Presentations
Last month, Dean Michael Blackwell and Dr. Hwa-
Chain Robert Wang visited China Agricultural Uni-
versity’s College of Veterinary Medicine (CAU) as part 
of an effort to jointly develop cooperative educational, 
research, and cultural exchange programs to study live-
stock diseases and human diseases.
 The goal of the International Multi-task Alli-
ance Program (I-MAP) is to develop an international 
network for promoting cooperation between veterinary 
colleges in the international community.
 Using the I-MAP, Drs. Blackwell and Wang 
hope to promote the exchange of ideas in laboratory 
training, alternative medicine, medical technology, and 
animal nutrition.
 The collaboration will likely enhance the re-
search capabilities of CAU and expand research scopes 
for students, postdocs, and faculty at our own college. 
Clinical researchers here will benefit from CAU faculty 
knowledge about alternative medicine, such as acu-
puncture, and how to apply those methods to animals. 
In turn, our experts will offer CAU state-of-the-art, nu-
trition concepts useful to formate animal diets.
 This program will also help promote the vet-
erinarian’s role in China and will enhance the broad un-
derstanding 
of the veter-
arian’s con-
tribution to 
current and 
future needs 
in interna-
tional com-
munities. 
CVM Part of International Multi-task Alliance Program
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Colonia, Uruguay.  Abstract.
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Zang C, Yeh S, Chen Y, Wu C, Chuang K, Lin 
H, Wang R, Chang Y, Mendis-Handagama C, 
Hu L, Lardy H, Chang C. Oligozoospermia with 
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On September 26, Dr. Seung Joon Baek was 
an invited speaker at the Interdisciplinary 
Faculty of Toxicology Fall 2006 Seminar 
Series at Texas A&M University.  That talk 
was entitled “PPAR ligand in colorectal 
cancer.”  In October, he presented “NSAID 
activated gene (NAG-1) in colorectal 
neoplasia” at the 11th World Congress on 
Advances in Oncology and 9th International 
Symposium on Molecular Medicine in Crete, 
Greece.
Dr. Mei-Zhen Cui presented 
“Lysophospholipids, Egr-1 and tissue factor 
in atherosclerosis” at the UT Medical Center 
on September 26, and on October 24, she 
gave an invited talk entitled “LPA induces 
expression of Egr-1 and tissue factor in vitro 
and in vivo; its implication in atherosclerosis” 
at the University of Louisville School of 
Medicine.
Dr. Linda Frank was an invited speaker of 
two talks at the 21st Annual Congress of the 
European Society of Veterinary Dermatology - 
European College of Veterinary Dermatology 
in Lisbon, Portgual in September.  Her 
presentations about pseudomonas infections 
and staphylococci were attended by veterinary 
dermatologists and general practitioners.
In August, Dr. Charmi Mendis-Handagama 
presented “Trends in Sertoli cell proliferation 
in the developing bovine testis during 
prepubertal ages” at the 7th International 
Ruminant Reproduction Symposium held 
in Wellington, New Zealand.  She was also 
invited to speak at the University of Otago 
in New Zealand.  That August 17 talk was 
entitled “Regulation of postnatal Leydig stem 
differentiation by thyroid, testis and pineal.”
 
Jonathan Phipps, a Ph.D. student 
studying under the direction of Dr. Jonathan 
Wall, earned Best Student Presentation for “In 
vitro silencing of the amyloidogenic vλ6 light 
chain” at the 11th International Symposium 
on Amyloidosis in Woods Hole, MA, in 
November.   
Dr. Karen Tobias gave two talks about 
portosystemic shunts at the American College 
of Veterinary Surgeons Veterinary Symposium 
in Washington, DC, in October.  
Dr. Patricia Sura, resident in small animal 
clinical sciences, received the first place Resi-
dent Clinical Research Award at this year’s 
American College of Veterinary Surgeons 
(ACVS) Sympo-
sium in Washing-
ton, DC.  
 Dr. Sura, 
in collaboration 
with Drs. Karen 
Tobias and Fed-
erica Morandi, 
earned the award 
for her research 
on two scinti-
graphic methods 
for diagnosis of portosystemic shunts in dogs.  
 The ACVS provides annual recogni-
tion for outstanding surgical resident presenta-
tions, publications, and posters. This recogni-
tion is to encourage the continued development 
of clinically important research, particularly 
that conducted by surgical residents in train-
ing.
 To be eligible for the award, presenta-
tions, publications, and posters must represent 
the original work of the resident, who must be 
the primary researcher for the project.
What to Know Before Applying for Grant 
Funding
“I am applying for funding for work that I 
will do, but I am required to get college ap-
proval before I even apply?”  This is a valid 
and common question, especially for new 
investigators who may not be familiar with 
university policy.  
 The simple answer is “Yes.”  The 
reasons behind the answer, though, are a bit 
more complicated.  
 All researchers applying for grant 
funding as employees of the university must 
submit a proposal routing form and budget 
worksheet (available at:  www.vet.utk.edu/re-
search/info/) before submitting the proposal 
to the funding agency. 
 These forms are first reviewed by 
the research coordinator, who ensures all the 
guidelines have been followed to prevent un-
necessary rejection.  The forms are then re-
viewed and signed by both a department head 
and the dean for research, and these signa-
tures acknowledge approval by both.  
 If the research coordinator does not 
have a chance to review the proposal before 
it is routed for approval (or worse, never sees 
it before it is submitted to the agency), the 
proposal routing form will be stamped with 
“Insufficient time for review.”
 This stamp lets the department head 
and dean know that the proposal may not be 
in compliance with the funding agency’s re-
quirements, and it could result in the propos-
al not being approved for submission,  with-
drawal of a previously submitted proposal, 
lengthy negotiations/revisions upon award, 
or worst case senerio, the award not being 
accepted.
 Another obvious reason to keep the 
college informed about potential research ac-
tivity is because the college and university’s 
resources will be used in that activity:  facul-
ty, staff, facilities, operating expenses, etc.  If 
a shortage of any one of these resources will 
prevent the research from taking place, the 
grant application will render useless, even if 
funded.
 The research coordinator for CVM 
is Debbie Hampstead, who can be reached at 
4-5572 or dhampste@utk.edu. 
Sura Earns ACVS Award
Sura (L) and Dr. Dominique 
Griffon, ACVS Diplomate
Happy Holidays!!
Photo courtesy of ACVS
NIH request for information:  Should page limits for the research plan on R01 
grant applications be reduced? grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfi_files/rfi_research_
plan_add.htm
Blackwell and Wang present a representa-
tive university gift to CAU administra-
tion.  L-R:  Drs. M. Wang (CAU-CVM 
dean), S. Jiang (executive vice president), 
Blackwell, Wang, J. Shen (associate dean)
Discovery:  Research at the University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine (2006) 1.4                                3
Funding Deadlines Drawing Near
Deadline Sponsor Program $ Amount URL
Dec. 15 Collie Health 
Foundation
Health problems 
in collies and other 
dogs
Limited none
Dec. 15 American Asso-
ciation of Feline 
Practitioners
Feline medicine or 
surgery
15,000 w w w. a a f p o n -
line.org
Dec. 15 Susan G. Komen 
Foundation
Biomarker identifica-
tion & validation; 
experimental models; 
ductal carcinoma in 
situ; environmental
300,000 to 3 
million
www.komen.org
Dec. 16 American Insti-
tute of Cancer 
Research
PI and post-docs 75,000 and 
25,000/yr.
www.aicr.org
Jan. 8 American Heart 
Association (Nat.)
Beginning research-
ers
65,000/yr up 
to 4 yrs.
www.heart.org
Jan. 10 American Heart 
Association (SE)
Fellowships; grant-
in-aid
Up to 70,000 www.american-
heart.org
Jan. 10 U.S. Equestrian 
Federation
Concern for per-
formance & show 
horses
25,000 www.vet.ksu.
edu/research
Jan. 16 American Cancer 
Society
Postdoc fellowships 
in early detection
42,000-
46,000/yr. (3)
www.cancer.org
Feb. 5 NIH New R01 Varies www.nih.gov
Feb. 6 Morris Animal 
Foundation
Veterinary student 
scholar program--
clinical & basic
4,000 www.morrisani-
malfoundation.
org
Research Resource Spotlight
Macintosh users can expect some relief 
when submitting grant applications electroni-
cally, but this relief still does not solve the 
underyling problem.
 PureEdge Viewer, a software ap-
plication that allows grant applications to be 
submitted on grants.gov, is compatible only 
with Windows.  Although grants.gov expects 
a permanent solution to be in place by the end 
of 2007, for now, Mac users are advised to 
use a Citrix server that allows temporary ac-
cess to the applications.  
 The Citrix server works by allow-
ing a remotely launched Windows session 
on a Mac.  Essentially, the Mac temporarily 
becomes a virtual PC, which allows users to 
complete the electronic submission process, 
even with a Mac.  
 Although use of the Citrix server is 
free, the program must be downloaded, and 
only a limited number of users can be logged 
on simultaneously.  Off-peak use hours are 
between 10 p.m. and 10 a.m.  
 Grants.gov plans to convert to an 
Adobe-based submission system sometime 
next year, a system compatible with both PCs 
and Macs.
 In the meantime, to download the 
Citrix server and for more information, visit 
www.grants.gov/resources/download_soft-
ware.jsp.
New Faces
Title PI Agency Start 
date
Type $ 
Amount
Evaluation of calcium metabolism and urinary saturation in cats with hypercalce-
mia and calcium oxalate stones
JW 
Bartges
Morris Animal 
Foundation
10/1/06 Year 1 of 1 18,974
Influence of an orally-administered solution on 24-h urinary saturation with 
calcium oxalate in calcium oxalate urolith-forming dogs
JW 
Bartges
Lloyd, Inc. 10/1/06 1/1 27,950
Evaluation of a soy protein hydrolysate diet on 24-h urinary uric acid excretion 
and urinary saturation with urate in urolith- and non-urolith-forming dalmations
JW 
Bartges
Nestle Purina 
PetCare
10/1/06 1/2 52,091
Effect of phytoestrogens enterolactone and enterodiol on steroidogenesis in adre-
nal cells:  Investigating a potential therapy for canine hyperestrinism
KA 
Fecteau
AKC Canine Health 
Foundation
10/1/06 1/1 10,908
Pain relieving effect of opioids and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs in 
bearded dragons
CB 
Greenacre
Morris Animal 
Foundation
10/1/06 1/1 22,027
The effect of physiologic dexamethasone on blood glucose level in dogs following 
congenital protosystemic shunt ligation
BM 
Johnson
AKC Canine Health 10/1/06 1/1 12,960
Activity product ratios and calcium oxalate urolith risk in cats with chronic renal 
disease
CA Kirk Morris Animal 
Foundation
10/1/06 1/1 27,099
Urinary markers of feline idiopathic cystitis (FIC) multi-center trial CA Kirk Hill’s Pet Nutrition 10/26/06 2/2 34,969
Evaluation of neutrophil function in treated tumor-bearing dogs C 
LeBlanc
AKC Canine Health 10/1/06 1/1 12,906
Histopathology services D 
Rotstein
NOAA 09/1/06 1/1 15,600
Mechanisms in herpes keratitis BT Rouse NIH 09/30/06 5/5 347,575
Dog bite prevention program MH Sims Kenneth A. Scott 
Charitable Trust
10/3/06 1/1 13,340
CVM Takes in Over $596,000 in Grant Funding Since September
The Office of the Associate Dean for Research 
welcomed Kim Rutherford to its staff in No-
vember.  Kim, formerly of the Center on Dis-
ability and Employment, is an administrative 
specialist and will be transitioning to coordinator 
of the graduate program.
 The Comparative and Experimental 
Medicine graduate program welcomes three new 
students for the spring semester.  
 Working with Dr. Zemel on a Ph.D. is 
Julia Gouffon.  Julia is from Knoxville and is 
currently employed as a research associate in the 
Department of Nutrition.
 Jason Liggett, a Knoxvillian who 
earned a B.S. in medical technology, will be 
working toward a Ph.D. with Dr. Baek.
 Jennifer Weisent, DVM, will be work-
ing on her Ph.D. with Drs. Odoi and Rohrbach. 
Dr. Weisent is originally from Baldwin, NY.  
If researchers think they might have some-
thing patentable, they have one year from the 
time information about that something was 
first published to file a U.S. patent applica-
tion.  Upon publication, the invention has 
been publicly disclosed, and that public dis-
closure date could determine whether a patent 
is granted or denied.
 To be considered published, the in-
vention must (1) have been disclosed in a 
fixed-media form that is (2) available to the 
public. This fixed form does not necessarily 
mean printed, but can 
also refer to electronic 
publication.  Beyond 
simple publication, to 
be considered publicly disclosed, this com-
munication (3) must describe the invention in 
such detail that a person with the appropriate 
knowledge could duplicate it.
 Some examples of “publication,” 
according to the law, may include a thesis in 
the UT library, submission of a proposal to a 
funding agency, a progress report to a research 
sponsor, or a poster at a conference.  All of 
these possibilities ultimately rely on consid-
eration (3) from the previous paragraph. 
 Making the issue even more com-
plicated are patent laws in foreign countries. 
Unlike the United States, most other countries 
expect a patent application to be filed before 
publication.  There is no one-year grace pe-
riod.  And if a researcher will ever try to file 
for a patent in another country, a U.S. patent 
must have also been filed before publication.
 The university’s research foundation 
(UTRF) office urges researchers to inform 
them of a new invention before they publish 
by filling out an invention disclosure form. 
The staff at UTRF will assist in the patenting 
process:  Tel: 974-1882.
Publication and Patentability Protection
Dr. Madhu Dhar and Dr. Howard Plummer’s 
recently published article in BMC Physiology 
was chosen to be featured in LeadDiscovery’s 
DailyUpdates.  The article, entitled “Protein 
expression of G-protein inwardly rectifying 
potassium channels (GIRK) in breast cancer 
cells,” was one of only 30 papers to be featured 
by LeadDiscovery in October as a breaking 
publication for the infectious diseases drug 
development sector.
 Each month, a research panel at 
LeadDiscovery reviews 2,500 articles listed 
on PubMed, which posts over 100,000 new 
scientific articles each week.  
 From those 2,500 articles, the research 
panel selects 210 and further divides those into 
seven core therapeutic focus areas.    For each 
core area, one article is featured each day in 
an E-mail update.  Drs. Dhar and Plummer’s 
article was featured October 4.  
‘LeadDiscovery’ Selects Dhar, 
Plummer Research for Headline 
Article
Starting in February 2007, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH) will 
accept R01 grant applications ONLY 
through electronic submission.  All 
R01 applications in response to the 
February 5 receipt date and beyond 
will require electronic submission. 
 The new electronic submis-
sion processes that funding agencies 
(not just NIH) are using may have 
changed the application forms.  It is 
worthwhile to download new appli-
cation forms every cycle to avoid un-
necessary delays in the review of the 
application.
NIH Electronic Submission
Thesis/Dissertation Workshops
5:30-7:00 Jan. 25
9:30-11:00 Jan. 26
Hodges Library Auditorium
Citrix Server Provides Electronic Submission Relief,  Not Cure, for Mac Users
Rouse to Serve on NIH Board 
of Scientific Counselors
The National Eye Institute (NEI), a divi-
sion of the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), recently invited Dr. Barry Rouse 
of the Pathobiology Department to partici-
pate as an ad hoc member of their board of 
scientific counselors (BSC).
 Members of the BSC advise NEI 
administration on the productivity and 
performance of research programs and 
scientists within the division.  Board 
members must have oustanding scientific 
credentials.  Dr. Rouse is a Lindsay Young 
Distinguished Professor of Microbiology.
CAFSP Receives Faculty Team Award from ΓΣΔ
The CVM’s Center for Agriculture and 
Food Security and Preparedness team 
was honored by the Gamma Sigma Delta 
Honor Society of Agriculture November 
2 for the center’s outstanding contribution 
to agriculture research and outreach.  
 Led by Dr. Sharon Thompson, 
the CVM team also includes Ann White, 
Babbet Harbison, Aaron Killian, David 
Smelser, Phil Snow, Linda Beets, Tina 
McConnell, Drs. Fred Hopkins, Nancy 
Howell,  Robert Linnabary (ret.), John 
New, Michael Sims, and Matthew Wel-
born.  
 The CVM team collaborates 
with other UTIA team members and has 
joined forces with seven other colleges 
and government entities.  
 The award is based on accom-
plishments such as product development, 
audience reached, and impact on agri-
culture, with a focus on teamwork of the 
group.
 The center formed in 2006 with 
31 members across the country and is 
funded with a $2 million competitive 
grant through the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security.  CAFSP’s focus is 
training communities and industries to 
strengthen their capabilities for prevent-
ing and deterring terrorist attacks aimed 
at agriculture and food systems.
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public. This fixed form does not necessarily 
mean printed, but can 
also refer to electronic 
publication.  Beyond 
simple publication, to 
be considered publicly disclosed, this com-
munication (3) must describe the invention in 
such detail that a person with the appropriate 
knowledge could duplicate it.
 Some examples of “publication,” 
according to the law, may include a thesis in 
the UT library, submission of a proposal to a 
funding agency, a progress report to a research 
sponsor, or a poster at a conference.  All of 
these possibilities ultimately rely on consid-
eration (3) from the previous paragraph. 
 Making the issue even more com-
plicated are patent laws in foreign countries. 
Unlike the United States, most other countries 
expect a patent application to be filed before 
publication.  There is no one-year grace pe-
riod.  And if a researcher will ever try to file 
for a patent in another country, a U.S. patent 
must have also been filed before publication.
 The university’s research foundation 
(UTRF) office urges researchers to inform 
them of a new invention before they publish 
by filling out an invention disclosure form. 
The staff at UTRF will assist in the patenting 
process:  Tel: 974-1882.
Publication and Patentability Protection
Dr. Madhu Dhar and Dr. Howard Plummer’s 
recently published article in BMC Physiology 
was chosen to be featured in LeadDiscovery’s 
DailyUpdates.  The article, entitled “Protein 
expression of G-protein inwardly rectifying 
potassium channels (GIRK) in breast cancer 
cells,” was one of only 30 papers to be featured 
by LeadDiscovery in October as a breaking 
publication for the infectious diseases drug 
development sector.
 Each month, a research panel at 
LeadDiscovery reviews 2,500 articles listed 
on PubMed, which posts over 100,000 new 
scientific articles each week.  
 From those 2,500 articles, the research 
panel selects 210 and further divides those into 
seven core therapeutic focus areas.    For each 
core area, one article is featured each day in 
an E-mail update.  Drs. Dhar and Plummer’s 
article was featured October 4.  
‘LeadDiscovery’ Selects Dhar, 
Plummer Research for Headline 
Article
Starting in February 2007, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH) will 
accept R01 grant applications ONLY 
through electronic submission.  All 
R01 applications in response to the 
February 5 receipt date and beyond 
will require electronic submission. 
 The new electronic submis-
sion processes that funding agencies 
(not just NIH) are using may have 
changed the application forms.  It is 
worthwhile to download new appli-
cation forms every cycle to avoid un-
necessary delays in the review of the 
application.
NIH Electronic Submission
Thesis/Dissertation Workshops
5:30-7:00 Jan. 25
9:30-11:00 Jan. 26
Hodges Library Auditorium
Citrix Server Provides Electronic Submission Relief,  Not Cure, for Mac Users
Rouse to Serve on NIH Board 
of Scientific Counselors
The National Eye Institute (NEI), a divi-
sion of the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), recently invited Dr. Barry Rouse 
of the Pathobiology Department to partici-
pate as an ad hoc member of their board of 
scientific counselors (BSC).
 Members of the BSC advise NEI 
administration on the productivity and 
performance of research programs and 
scientists within the division.  Board 
members must have oustanding scientific 
credentials.  Dr. Rouse is a Lindsay Young 
Distinguished Professor of Microbiology.
CAFSP Receives Faculty Team Award from ΓΣΔ
The CVM’s Center for Agriculture and 
Food Security and Preparedness team 
was honored by the Gamma Sigma Delta 
Honor Society of Agriculture November 
2 for the center’s outstanding contribution 
to agriculture research and outreach.  
 Led by Dr. Sharon Thompson, 
the CVM team also includes Ann White, 
Babbet Harbison, Aaron Killian, David 
Smelser, Phil Snow, Linda Beets, Tina 
McConnell, Drs. Fred Hopkins, Nancy 
Howell,  Robert Linnabary (ret.), John 
New, Michael Sims, and Matthew Wel-
born.  
 The CVM team collaborates 
with other UTIA team members and has 
joined forces with seven other colleges 
and government entities.  
 The award is based on accom-
plishments such as product development, 
audience reached, and impact on agri-
culture, with a focus on teamwork of the 
group.
 The center formed in 2006 with 
31 members across the country and is 
funded with a $2 million competitive 
grant through the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security.  CAFSP’s focus is 
training communities and industries to 
strengthen their capabilities for prevent-
ing and deterring terrorist attacks aimed 
at agriculture and food systems.
Discovery is published four times each year by the UTCVM Office of Research and Graduate Programs.  Comments and suggestions may 
be forwarded to the office in care of Misty Bailey:  mrbailey@utk.edu or 865-974-7446.
UT is an EEO/AA/Title IX/Section 504/ADA/ADEA Institution
PA#  E181703-00-001-07
R e c e n t  Pu b l i c a t i o n s  .  .  .
. . . And Presentations
Last month, Dean Michael Blackwell and Dr. Hwa-
Chain Robert Wang visited China Agricultural Uni-
versity’s College of Veterinary Medicine (CAU) as part 
of an effort to jointly develop cooperative educational, 
research, and cultural exchange programs to study live-
stock diseases and human diseases.
 The goal of the International Multi-task Alli-
ance Program (I-MAP) is to develop an international 
network for promoting cooperation between veterinary 
colleges in the international community.
 Using the I-MAP, Drs. Blackwell and Wang 
hope to promote the exchange of ideas in laboratory 
training, alternative medicine, medical technology, and 
animal nutrition.
 The collaboration will likely enhance the re-
search capabilities of CAU and expand research scopes 
for students, postdocs, and faculty at our own college. 
Clinical researchers here will benefit from CAU faculty 
knowledge about alternative medicine, such as acu-
puncture, and how to apply those methods to animals. 
In turn, our experts will offer CAU state-of-the-art, nu-
trition concepts useful to formate animal diets.
 This program will also help promote the vet-
erinarian’s role in China and will enhance the broad un-
derstanding 
of the veter-
arian’s con-
tribution to 
current and 
future needs 
in interna-
tional com-
munities. 
CVM Part of International Multi-task Alliance Program
Research at the University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine
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Andrews FM, Buchanan BR, Smith SH, 
Elliott SB, Saxton AM.  In vitro effects of 
hydrochloric acid and various concentrations 
of acetic, propionic, butyric, or valeric acids on 
bioelectric properties of equine gastric squamous 
mucosa.  Am J Vet Res.  2006;67:1873-1882.
Andrews FM.  Gastric ulcer research.  The 
Horse.  October 2006:34. 
Andrews FM, Frank N, Sommardahl CS, 
Buchanan BR, Elliott SB, Allen VA.  Effects 
of intravenously administrated omeprazole on 
gastric juice pH and gastric ulcer scores in adult 
horses.  J Vet Intern Med.  2006;20:1202-1206.
Baek  SJ, Okazaki R, Lee SH, Martinez J, Kim 
JS, Yamaguchi K, Mishina Y, Martin DW, Shoieb 
A, McEntee MF, Eling TE.  Nonsteroidal 
anti-inflammatory drug-activated gene-1 over 
expression in transgenic mice suppresses intestinal 
neoplasia.  Gastroenterology. 2006;131:1553-
1560.     
Dhar MS, Plummer HK.  Protein expression 
of G-protein inwardly rectifying potassium 
channels (GIRK) in breast cancer cells.  BMC 
Physiol [serial online]. 2006;6 (8):[7 p.].
Eling TE, Baek SJ, Shim M, Lee CH.  NSAID 
activated gene (NAG-1), a modulator of 
tumorigenesis.  J Biochem Mol Biol. 2006;39:649-
655.
Fecteau K, Mrkonjich L, Mason JI, Mendis-
Handagama SMLC.  Detection of platelet-
derived growth factor alpha (PDGF-A) protein in 
cells of Leydig lineage in the postnatal rat testis. 
Histol Histopathol. 21:1295-1302.
Hecht S, Daniel GB, Mitchell SK. Diuretic renal 
scintigraphy in normal dogs. Vet Rad Ultrasound. 
2006;47:602-608. 
Li Y, Urban JM, Cayer ML, Plummer HK 3rd, 
Heckman CA.  Actin-based features 
negatively regulated by protein 
kinase C-{epsilon}.  Am J Physiol 
Cell Physiol.  2006;291:C1002-13.
Lim YC, Lee SH, Song MH, 
Yamaguchi K, Yoon JH, Choi 
EC, Baek SJ.  Growth inhibition 
and apoptosis by (--)-epicatechin 
gallate are mediated by cyclin 
D1 suppression in head and neck 
squamous carcinoma cells.  Eur J 
Cancer.  2006;42:3260-3266.
Newman SJ, Mrkonjich L.  Cyclooxygenase-2 
expression in feline pancreatic adenocarcinomas. 
J Vet Diagn Invest.  2006;18:590-593.
Newman SJ, Smith SA.  Marine mammal 
neoplasia [review article].  Vet Pathol. 
2006;43:865-880.
 
Queiroz-Castro P, Egger C, Redua MA, 
Rohrbach BW, Cox S, Doherty T.  Effects 
of ketamine and magnesium on the minimum 
alveolar concentration of isoflurane in goats. 
AJVR.  2006;67:1962-1966.
Ross SJ, Osborne CA, Kirk CA, Lowry SR, 
Koehler LA, Polzin DJ. Clinical evaluation 
of dietary modification for treatment of 
spontaneous chronic renal failure in cats. JAVMA. 
2006;229:949-957.
Shearer JK, Van Amstel SR, Benzaquen M, 
Shearer LC.  Effect of season on claw disorders 
(including thin soles) in a large dairy in the 
southeastern region of the United States.  In: 
Proceedings of the 14th International 
Symposium and 6th Conference on 
Lameness in Ruminants; Nov. 2006; 
Colonia, Uruguay.  Abstract.
Tobias KM, Harvey RC, Byarlay JM. A 
comparison of four methods of analgesia 
in cats following ovariohysterectomy.  Vet 
Anaesthesia and Analgesia.  2006;33:390-
398.
Van Amstel SR, Shearer JK.  Manual for 
Treatment and Control of Lameness in Cattle. 
Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishing; 2006.
Van Amstel SR, Shearer JK, Palin FL, Cooper 
J, Rogers G.  The effect of parity, days in milk, 
season and walking surface on thin soles in dairy 
cattle.  In:  Proceedings of the 14th International 
Symposium and 6th Conference on Lameness 
in Ruminants; Nov. 2006; Colonia, Uruguay. 
Abstract.   
Zang C, Yeh S, Chen Y, Wu C, Chuang K, Lin 
H, Wang R, Chang Y, Mendis-Handagama C, 
Hu L, Lardy H, Chang C. Oligozoospermia with 
normal fertility in male mice lacking the androgen 
receptor in testis peritubular myoid cells. Proc 
Natl Acad Sci U S A 2006;103:17718-17723. 
On September 26, Dr. Seung Joon Baek was 
an invited speaker at the Interdisciplinary 
Faculty of Toxicology Fall 2006 Seminar 
Series at Texas A&M University.  That talk 
was entitled “PPAR ligand in colorectal 
cancer.”  In October, he presented “NSAID 
activated gene (NAG-1) in colorectal 
neoplasia” at the 11th World Congress on 
Advances in Oncology and 9th International 
Symposium on Molecular Medicine in Crete, 
Greece.
Dr. Mei-Zhen Cui presented 
“Lysophospholipids, Egr-1 and tissue factor 
in atherosclerosis” at the UT Medical Center 
on September 26, and on October 24, she 
gave an invited talk entitled “LPA induces 
expression of Egr-1 and tissue factor in vitro 
and in vivo; its implication in atherosclerosis” 
at the University of Louisville School of 
Medicine.
Dr. Linda Frank was an invited speaker of 
two talks at the 21st Annual Congress of the 
European Society of Veterinary Dermatology - 
European College of Veterinary Dermatology 
in Lisbon, Portgual in September.  Her 
presentations about pseudomonas infections 
and staphylococci were attended by veterinary 
dermatologists and general practitioners.
In August, Dr. Charmi Mendis-Handagama 
presented “Trends in Sertoli cell proliferation 
in the developing bovine testis during 
prepubertal ages” at the 7th International 
Ruminant Reproduction Symposium held 
in Wellington, New Zealand.  She was also 
invited to speak at the University of Otago 
in New Zealand.  That August 17 talk was 
entitled “Regulation of postnatal Leydig stem 
differentiation by thyroid, testis and pineal.”
 
Jonathan Phipps, a Ph.D. student 
studying under the direction of Dr. Jonathan 
Wall, earned Best Student Presentation for “In 
vitro silencing of the amyloidogenic vλ6 light 
chain” at the 11th International Symposium 
on Amyloidosis in Woods Hole, MA, in 
November.   
Dr. Karen Tobias gave two talks about 
portosystemic shunts at the American College 
of Veterinary Surgeons Veterinary Symposium 
in Washington, DC, in October.  
Dr. Patricia Sura, resident in small animal 
clinical sciences, received the first place Resi-
dent Clinical Research Award at this year’s 
American College of Veterinary Surgeons 
(ACVS) Sympo-
sium in Washing-
ton, DC.  
 Dr. Sura, 
in collaboration 
with Drs. Karen 
Tobias and Fed-
erica Morandi, 
earned the award 
for her research 
on two scinti-
graphic methods 
for diagnosis of portosystemic shunts in dogs.  
 The ACVS provides annual recogni-
tion for outstanding surgical resident presenta-
tions, publications, and posters. This recogni-
tion is to encourage the continued development 
of clinically important research, particularly 
that conducted by surgical residents in train-
ing.
 To be eligible for the award, presenta-
tions, publications, and posters must represent 
the original work of the resident, who must be 
the primary researcher for the project.
What to Know Before Applying for Grant 
Funding
“I am applying for funding for work that I 
will do, but I am required to get college ap-
proval before I even apply?”  This is a valid 
and common question, especially for new 
investigators who may not be familiar with 
university policy.  
 The simple answer is “Yes.”  The 
reasons behind the answer, though, are a bit 
more complicated.  
 All researchers applying for grant 
funding as employees of the university must 
submit a proposal routing form and budget 
worksheet (available at:  www.vet.utk.edu/re-
search/info/) before submitting the proposal 
to the funding agency. 
 These forms are first reviewed by 
the research coordinator, who ensures all the 
guidelines have been followed to prevent un-
necessary rejection.  The forms are then re-
viewed and signed by both a department head 
and the dean for research, and these signa-
tures acknowledge approval by both.  
 If the research coordinator does not 
have a chance to review the proposal before 
it is routed for approval (or worse, never sees 
it before it is submitted to the agency), the 
proposal routing form will be stamped with 
“Insufficient time for review.”
 This stamp lets the department head 
and dean know that the proposal may not be 
in compliance with the funding agency’s re-
quirements, and it could result in the propos-
al not being approved for submission,  with-
drawal of a previously submitted proposal, 
lengthy negotiations/revisions upon award, 
or worst case senerio, the award not being 
accepted.
 Another obvious reason to keep the 
college informed about potential research ac-
tivity is because the college and university’s 
resources will be used in that activity:  facul-
ty, staff, facilities, operating expenses, etc.  If 
a shortage of any one of these resources will 
prevent the research from taking place, the 
grant application will render useless, even if 
funded.
 The research coordinator for CVM 
is Debbie Hampstead, who can be reached at 
4-5572 or dhampste@utk.edu. 
Sura Earns ACVS Award
Sura (L) and Dr. Dominique 
Griffon, ACVS Diplomate
Happy Holidays!!
Photo courtesy of ACVS
NIH request for information:  Should page limits for the research plan on R01 
grant applications be reduced? grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfi_files/rfi_research_
plan_add.htm
Blackwell and Wang present a representa-
tive university gift to CAU administra-
tion.  L-R:  Drs. M. Wang (CAU-CVM 
dean), S. Jiang (executive vice president), 
Blackwell, Wang, J. Shen (associate dean)
